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Statewide Adoption and Permanency Network in collaboration with

 the Pennsylvania Child Welfare Resource Center’s Independent Living Project
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Registration Form
The SWAN/IL Winter Statewide Meeting will be held at The Penn Stater Hotel and Conference Center, State College, Pennsylvania, January 17–18, 2018.  Please register online at www.diakon-swan.org OR email this form to conferencing@diakon-swan.org.  (If you register online, please do not email this form.)  Lunch will be provided.
Registration deadline: Friday, January 5, 2018
General Session — Day One
January 17, 2018 ~ 9:30 a.m.–12:00 p.m.
Human Trafficking in High Definition 
Marlene Carson, CEO of The Switch National Anti-Trafficking Network
Human Trafficking in High Definition is a raw depiction of “The Life” of exploitation. While the average age of a trafficked victim is 12–14 years old, exploitation does not discriminate against people because of their age, race or gender. This powerful perspective will leave the audience with knowledge and resources to help save our children.  

Session Registration
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
DAY ONE ~ JANUARY 17, 2018 ~ 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Please choose one afternoon workshop session.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Human Trafficking of Children & Youth in Pennsylvania: A Panel Discussion, Marlene Carson and Panel
Children and Youth who are involved in the child welfare system have an increased risk of being victimized through labor and sex trafficking, commonly referred to as human trafficking. This panel discussion aims to increase understanding about the various aspects of human trafficking and how it is being addressed in Pennsylvania. Dr. Marlene Carson, a nationally recognized authority on the subject of human trafficking, will facilitate the discussion. Our panelists have been selected based upon their excellent work in addressing human trafficking of children and youth in Pennsylvania. Our panel includes statewide representation from a children’s advocacy center, a county children and youth agency, a community provider, a law enforcement agency, a residential provider, a survivor community and a local/regional task force.  
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Engaging Families Experiencing Opioid Use, Addiction and Recovery, Pat Gadsden, Life Esteem
During this workshop, participants will receive information about indicators of opioid use and addiction. Participants will discuss and identify the impacts of opioid use, addiction and recovery on the development of children and on a parent's ability to manage parenting and household responsibilities. Additionally, participants will create plans to work with families experiencing opioid use, addiction and recovery, including engaging them in conversation.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Case Assessment Tools:  Part I, Lea Moyer and Denise Sheffield, Diakon/FDR
The case assessment is the first step in the SWAN post-permanency process. The risk assessment process determines the degree to which key risk and safety factors of the Pennsylvania Risk Assessment are present in a family situation.  This training looks at how to identify those factors and how to interpret them in the context of providing SWAN post-permanency services. The training will also cover how to use FACES III and incorporate all the information gained from the case assessment, including CAFAS and JIFF, into the SWAN Post-Permanency Family Support Plan.
Please Note: Attendees must also register for Part II on January 18.  Space is limited to no more than two people per agency.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Due Process and Ethics: Fairness, Dignity and Respect to All Parties, Alyssa Holstay, Esquire and Deborah Wilson Gadsden, Diakon/FDR
This session will explore the foundations of due process in our legal system, as well as take a more specific look at how due process rights and protections function throughout the life of a child welfare case. We will consider who is a party to a child welfare case and what rights that status bestows upon them, in conjunction with ethical implications from both a legal and practice perspective.  Do our families have the right to fair and equitable treatment free from caseworker bias and misconduct? We will consider the legal and ethical impact of due process in advocating for parents, providing safety for children, and achieving permanency. Participants can expect to leave the session grounded in the legal and ethical importance of protecting the due process rights of all parties at every stage of a child welfare case in order to ensure that no child is delayed permanency and/or stability for failure to protect these rights, and that all parties are treated with the fairness, dignity, and respect due to them under both our controlling laws and our professional ethical obligations.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Immigration Law Issues, Christopher Casazza, Esquire, Piver Law
Delaware County immigration attorney Christopher Casazza will discuss child welfare law immigration issues and offer Q&A.  The session will cover all relevant areas of immigration law and highlight experiences defending and representing refugees, asylees, deportees, trafficked individuals, and various other types of immigrants to help illustrate the functioning of our immigration system.  
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Ending Homelessness for Youth Aging Out of Foster Care, Gale Schwartz, Housing Alliance of Pennsylvania, Leigh Howard, Diana T. Myers & Associates and Panel
Foster youth who have previously experienced homelessness prior to aging out experience a return to homelessness at rates of 20% to 51%. Similarly, housing insecurity prior to or upon exit of the foster care system has left hundreds of young adults in Pennsylvania susceptible to homelessness, joblessness, poor education outcomes, an increase in high risk behaviors, an increased likelihood of incarceration, and trauma. Many effective examples of collaboration and coordination between homeless service providers and IL services exist in Pennsylvania. This workshop will educate participants about those programs. In addition, participants will hear from state and national expert Leigh Howard, who has more than 15 years of experience in the field of housing and social services. She will discuss the federal strategy to end homelessness and how these efforts can support young adults as they transition from foster care to independence. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Terminations Demystified 2.0, Ilene Dubin, Esquire, Diakon/FDR
This workshop reexamines the legal procedure for termination of parental rights, from petition to potential appeal. It incorporates recent changes to both statutory and case law impacting terminations, from new grounds added to the statute governing involuntary termination petitions to case law addressing procedures for the voluntary relinquishment of parental rights. This session will also look at the emotional impact of terminations for children, birth families and adoptive families; the opportunity for post-adoption contact agreements; and the head-spinning practice changes related to the appointment of counsel for children involved in contested terminations. It will help participants apply the grounds for termination of parental rights to case facts and understand how the courts address the impact of termination of parental rights on the child, from bonding analysis to other considerations. In addition to looking at the controlling statutes and procedural rules, an overview of pertinent case law will be provided. 
  FORMCHECKBOX 
       Permanency Roundtable Winter Convening, Melissa Eller and Judi Damiano, Diakon/FDR
SWAN Casey Permanency Roundtable County Convening is a forum to review successes, identify barriers and develop solutions to expediting permanency using the roundtable process.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
DAY TWO ~ JANUARY 18, 2018 ~ 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Please choose one morning workshop session.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Case Assessment Tools:  Part II, Lea Moyer and Denise Sheffield, Diakon/FDR
The case assessment is the first step in the SWAN Post-permanency process. The risk assessment process determines the degree to which key risk and safety factors of the Pennsylvania Risk Assessment are present in a family situation.  This training looks at identifying those factors and interpreting them in the context of providing SWAN Post-permanency services. The training will also cover using FACES III and incorporating all the information gained from the case assessment, including CAFAS and JIFF, into the SWAN Post-Permanency Family Support Plan. 
Please Note: Attendees must also register for Part I on January 17. Space is limited to no more than two people per agency.
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Safe(r) Spaces – The Journey to Creating a Safe and Affirming Space for LGBTQIA+ Youth,
Shauna Lucadamo, Allegheny County Children and Youth Services
This training is designed to support participants in exploring what it means to serve as a safe(r) space for LGBTQIA+ youth, identifying areas for personal growth, and identifying actions they can take to promote safe(r) spaces in their environments. While the training is primarily focused on LGBTQIA+ identities, concepts such as bias, microaggressions and privilege are explored from an intersectional lens allowing time for reflection and growth related to topics beyond gender and sexuality, such as race, age, ability, and faith.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Foster Parent Pre-Service: The Impact of Separation and Placement on Children, Pat Gadsden, Life Esteem
This workshop will introduce foster parents to the concepts of separation and placement. The reasons children come into care will be addressed, as well as the importance of birth parents in a child’s life, common perceptions about birth parents, the impact of separation on children, the stages of loss and grief, and minimizing the trauma of loss for children.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Using Technology in Child Preparation, Charity Brallier, Dianne Ott and Kristine Kline, Diakon/FDR
Discovering innovative Child Preparation activities can often be challenging to both new and experienced Child Preparation workers. Workers are always searching and networking for creative and inspiring Child Preparation activities using technology (i.e., videos, PowerPoint, apps, social media, and other online resources). These activities play a significant role in the Child Preparation process and frequently impact the foster/adoptive child’s level of engagement. Children who receive Child Preparation services have a variety of permanency goals including adoption, reunification, PLC, and Fit and Willing Relative, and the Child Preparation activities presented in the workshop address all permanency goals.

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Baby Steps: An Overview of Legal and Practice Issues for Children under One, Lauren Peters, Esquire and Georgiann Unger, Diakon/FDR
Newborns and children under one are often considered to be the most vulnerable population. As a result, Pennsylvania has enacted numerous laws with provisions specifically targeted at keeping this population safe. Yet, with the opioid epidemic impacting Pennsylvania, some children and youth agencies are seeing an increased number of newborns coming into care, including those under the protection of the safe haven program. This training will address the legal and practice implications of the Newborn Protection Act, including identifying and handling a safe haven case, supporting and engaging the families involved, and safe haven cases as a trigger for other legal mandates such as family finding and termination of parental rights. This training will further educate participants on the sections of the Child Protective Services Law focused on children under age one, including definitions of abuse and mandatory reporting requirements of infants affected by substance abuse. Finally, participants will be given an opportunity to discuss the opioid crisis and its continuing impact on families in our communities and the child welfare system as a whole.  
 FORMCHECKBOX 

The Impact of Infertility on Permanency: Abraham’s Wife, Pam Wagner and Brenda Lawrence, Diakon/FDR
The issues of infertility are far reaching. This workshop will examine the impact of infertility on the permanency process. It will explore the history of infertility and adoption, examine how each stage of the adoption process is impacted by infertility, and issues of infertility manifesting as families move forward. Finally, it will describe techniques workers can use to assist families dealing with infertility and to improve the family’s chances of success as they provide permanency. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Veteran Networking, Carrie Keiser, Department of Human Services, Office of Children, Youth and Families and Judi Damiano, Diakon/FDR
Being responsive to evaluation feedback, this session will identify and share practice successes and challenges related to delivering permanency services to the network serving families, children and older youth.  

 FORMCHECKBOX 

The Trauma of Trauma Work: Understanding the Impact of Trauma on the Helping Professional, 
Rick Azzaro, Diakon/FDR
Helping professionals working with families and children in the public/private child welfare system are exposed daily to trauma. Repeated exposure to trauma can impact individuals both personally and professionally. This workshop will examine the nature of trauma, countertrauma, factors contributing to resiliency, and strategies for creating an organizational trauma-focused culture of safety. Participants will be encouraged to recognize the impact of trauma on individuals, teams and organizations.
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