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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE

         SWAN/Independent Living 

         2010 Winter Statewide Meeting

                     OCYF Updates

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month

For the past two years, Pennsylvania Family Support Alliance (PFSA) has partnered with over a dozen state and local organizations, including the Department of Public Welfare/ Office of Children, Youth and Families, to spread the word that child abuse can be prevented by strengthening families and supporting parents.  Each year, four unique murals were created, which serve as ongoing reminders of Child Abuse Prevention Month.  Designed by the artists of Heart to Art, but painted by families, children, legislators, child advocates and interested citizens, they are now hanging in government buildings throughout the state.

“Painting for Prevention” will be repeated in April 2010 in three locations, including Harrisburg (Dauphin County), Bristol (Bucks County) and Greensburg (Westmoreland County).  At each event, blue ribbon pins are distributed and parents receive educational materials aimed at positive parenting and nurturing of children. The events are a fun, family-friendly way of raising awareness of Child Abuse Prevention Month. The dates and locations of this year’s events are:

Harrisburg
Dauphin County Courthouse

April 8

lunch time
Bristol   
Closed to Public



April 14
evening
Greensburg
Seton Hall University


April 20
morning
The Harrisburg and Greensburg events will be open to the public but the Bristol event will be created by families in a family preservation program.  In each location, county children and youth offices are an integral part of the planning for the mural.

For further details about any of the events or to order your blue ribbon pins and educational materials, please contact  PFSA at www.pa-fsa.org or 1-800-448-4906.

Pennsylvania 2010 Permanency Conference, Fostering Connections, Award Nominations

The Conference Planning Committee is accepting nominations for 2010 Permanency Recognition Banquet in the following categories:
· Permanency Professional

· Permanency Teamwork

· Permanent Family

· Permanency Advocate

· County Collaboration

· Philanthropy

· Independent Living Professional

A copy of the Nomination Form for Outstanding Permanency Services to Children and Families in the Pennsylvania Child Welfare System can be found in your packet.
Submission deadline is March 1, 2010 – so nominate now!
Chafee Education and Training Grant Program (ETG)
The Pennsylvania Chafee Education and Training Grant Program (ETG) application for the 2010-2011 school year will be available in April.  Over one million dollars is available to Pennsylvania youth who were in foster care on or after their 16th birthday, including youth who were adopted after age 16.  Students may receive up to $5,000 per year through this program.  The one page application, eligibility requirements and mailing address can be found at: http://www.pheaa.org/specialprograms/pa_chafee_grant_program.shtml  or www.independentlivingpa.org.  
 
New for 2010-2011, students currently receiving the ETG need not complete an ETG application.  These students will be re-enrolled automatically for ETG.  The number of ETG applicants has grown steadily.  Because of the limited availability of Chafee ETG funds, awards will be prioritized for renewing students and on a first-come, first-served basis.  We recommend that renewing students submit the Free Application for Federal Student Assistance (FAFSA) early and all new applicants complete the ETG application and the FAFSA early.  If you have questions regarding the ETG program, contact Carrie Keiser at ckeiser@state.pa.us  or (717) 705-4401.
Post-secondary Financial Aid and Scholarships

Recent changes in federal legislation through the College Cost Reduction Act have made college and post-secondary training programs more affordable for youth who were in substitute care or who’ve been adopted.  Youth who were in substitute care settings on or after their 13th birthday or adopted after their 13th birthday are considered “Independent” for federal financial aid 
consideration; no parent information is included in considering their eligibility for federal aid programs.  

High school seniors or older youth out of high school should begin the financial aid and scholarships process now for classes which begin next fall.  Youth 
currently enrolled in post-secondary programs should make sure to complete their renewal applications.  The 2010-11 Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) can be completed anytime after January 1 for the next academic year.  Students and prospective students should also complete the 2010-11 Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency (PHEAA) state grant application after they’ve submitted their FAFSA.  The PHEAA deadline for bachelor’s degree programs is April 1st.  (First time applicants to approved associate degree program can apply for a PHEAA grant until August 1st.)  

For more information about financial aid and scholarships, you can download the 2010-11 Student’s Guide to Financial Aid and Scholarships at www.independentlivingpa.org or www.pacwcbt.pitt.edu.
Waiting Child Segments

SWAN’s media contractor funds three waiting child segments across the state designed to find adoptive families for older youth in need of families.  Val’s Kids 
is aired on WHTM abc 27 in the Harrisburg area; A Waiting Child is aired on KDKA TV 2, a Pittsburgh CBS affiliate; and A Little Love is aired on WBRE 
TV 28, a Wilkes-Barre NBC affiliate.  Waiting child segments have proven to be successful over the years in helping find permanent homes for the children of Pennsylvania.  
If you have a child you would like featured on KDKA’s, A Waiting Child, please contact Ja-Neen Jones at Three Rivers Adoption Council at jjones@3riversadopt.org.
If you have a waiting child you would like featured on WHTM’s, Val’s Kids, please contact Karen Lollo at klollo@diakon-swan.org or at (717) 558-1242.
If you have a child you would like to feature on WBRE’s, A Little Love, please contact Desiree Weisser at dweisser@state.pa.us or at (717) 772-7011. 
Child Welfare Training Program Youth Ambassadorships

The Child Welfare Training Program is currently accepting applications for summer and fall 2010 Youth Ambassador Internships. Check out http://www.independentlivingpa.org/ for more information.
Youth Retreat

The 2010 Youth Retreat will be held August 9-13 at the University of Pittsburgh Johnstown.  Youth invitations are allotted through county children and youth 
offices. For more information about the Youth Retreat, check the Youth Advisory Board website at http://www.independentlivingpa.org/. 

2010 SWAN Media Schedule
During January through March, SWAN commercials will air on network television and cable in the three largest media markets in Pennsylvania as follows:

· Philadelphia – January 11th – February 7th 

· Pittsburgh – February 1st – February 28th 

· Harrisburg – February 22nd – March 21st 

During March through June, the SWAN radio commercial will air in four media markets in Pennsylvania as follows:

· Altoona – March 29th – April 25th 

· Allentown/Bethlehem – April 12th – May 9th 
· Erie – April 26th – May 23rd 
· Williamsport – May 10th – June 6th 

During the month of May, which is National Foster Parent Month, print advertisements will run in four newspapers on the following days:

· Philadelphia Gay News – May 14th and May 21st 

· Philadelphia Tribune – May 11th-13th and May 18th – 20th 

· Pittsburgh Courier – May 12th and May 19th 

· Out In Pittsburgh – Entire month of May

Additionally, an online paid word search campaign will run on Yahoo, Google and MSN from November 2nd to June 30th.  

While this media campaign airs, agencies should be prepared to promptly respond to phone calls from prospective foster and adoptive families.

Pennsylvania Child and Family Services Review (CFSR) Update

Pennsylvania continues to work with the federal Administration for Children and Families (ACF) on the final approval of PA’s Program Improvement Plan (PIP).  Once the PIP is approved it will be posted to the Department of Public Welfare’s Web site, www.dpw.state.pa.us, along with the Statewide Self Assessment and Final Report.  

 

The PIP implementation period is two years from the date of approval.  PA has begun committee work on several of the identified strategies and action steps within the PIP.  Several workgroups have been meeting over the past several 
months including the Timely Permanence workgroup that is working on issues related to concurrent planning; the Sustaining Change workgroup is helping 
develop a statewide continuous quality improvement process; the Enhancing Assessments workgroup is collaborating to review current assessment tools; and 
the Child, Youth and Family Engagement workgroup is currently working on a Frequently Asked Questions document for the upcoming Independent Living 
Bulletin.  Pennsylvania will submit semi-annual progress reports regarding each of the PIP strategies to ensure that all tasks are completed within the implementation period. 

IL Youth Advisory Board Website 

The IL Web site, http://www.independentlivingpa.org, is youth-driven and maintained by staff at the PA Child Welfare Training Program (CWTP).  This Web site has links to “Know Your Rights,” “Something to Say,” the Chafee ETG application, IL services and a list of current IL Coordinators and their contact information.  This IL Web site is a great tool for youth in foster care and child welfare professionals to use in advocating for youth and making a voice for change in the child welfare system.  We encourage youth and child welfare professionals to provide suggestions or ideas they would like to see implemented on the Web site.  Please forward those suggestions to Edwin Turner, Youth Ambassador at CWTP, at (717)795-9048 or email: www.emt38@pitt.edu.

Pennsylvania Heart Gallery
Be sure to check the Pennsylvania Heart Gallery Itinerary on the www.adoptpakids.org Web site regularly to see where the display will be.  

Affiliate agencies are encouraged to help promote the children available for adoption by rallying around the Heart Gallery when it is in your area.  If you have suggestions on locations for the Heart Gallery, please contact Carrie Keiser at ckeiser@state.pa.us or at (717) 705-4401.  Locations must be high traffic areas and can host the display for at least one week.

SWAN-IL Network News

Tell the Network about all of the wonderful things you, your agency, your community, a youth or a colleague are doing to promote permanency for the youth of Pennsylvania!  If you have something exciting, interesting or informative to share with your colleagues, please forward your articles, success stories, matching events or ideas to Desiree Weisser at dweisser@state.pa.us or at

(717) 772-7011.  Pictures are always a great addition to any article.  
If you do not receive the electronic newsletter, simply visit http://listserv.dpw.state.pa.us.  Once there, click the ‘SWAN-Network News’ link then click the link entitled, ‘Join or Leave the List.’  Complete the requested information and then hit, ‘Join SWAN Network-News’ and your name will be automatically added to the mailing list.  You can also access past Network News at this site.

