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SWAN is now on Facebook!

You can now become a fan of SWAN on Facebook!   Right now there are more than 600 fans on SWAN’s Facebook page.  It’s your turn to become a fan!  Please visit us online at http://www.facebook.com/adoptpa, become a fan and watch us continue to grow.  Please share this resource with your foster and adoptive families as we will be using this new tool as a way to advertise the activities of the network and promote permanency for all children in out of home care in Pennsylvania.  If your agency has upcoming recruitment activities or matching events you’d like included on the SWAN Facebook page, please email Carrie Keiser at ckeiser@state.pa.us.
The Pennsylvania Youth Advisory Board is now on Facebook!
You can now become a fan of the Pennsylvania Youth Advisory Board on Facebook.  Please visit their page at http://www.facebook.com/pages/Pennsylvania-Youth-Advisory-Board/371359021197 and become a fan.  Share this with your former and current youth in foster care as this will be another means of reaching youth with information they can use.  

IL Youth Retreat

The 2010 IL Youth Retreat will occur August 9-13, 2010 at the University of Pittsburgh's Johnstown Campus. This year's theme is CHANGE (Confidence, Hope, Achieve, Navigate, Goals, Endurance).  The Youth Retreat Steering Committee is well underway in planning a fun-filled week full of classroom, activity sessions and group activities! 
For more information about the Youth Retreat, visit the Youth Advisory Board website at http://www.independentlivingpa.org/. 
November is National Adoption Month
It’s never too early to start thinking about how to celebrate and honor adoptive families and raise awareness about the need for adoptive parents for 
Pennsylvania’s waiting children.  November is National Adoption Month and November 21 is National Adoption Day.  Start planning your events now!  
Visit www.nationaladoptionday.org for more information on what you can do in your area to support this national effort. 

IL Youth Advisory Board Website 

The IL Web site, http://www.independentlivingpa.org, is youth-driven and maintained by staff at the PA Child Welfare Training Program (CWTP).  This Web site has links to “Know Your Rights,” “Something to Say,” the Chafee ETG application, IL services and a list of current IL Coordinators and their contact information.  This IL Web site is a great tool for youth in foster care and child welfare professionals to use in advocating for youth and making a voice for change in the child welfare system.  We encourage youth and child welfare professionals to provide suggestions or ideas they would like to see implemented 

on the Web site.  

Chafee Education and Training Grant (ETG)
Youth planning to enroll in college this fall should complete the Chafee ETG application in addition to the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and the Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency (PHEAA) worksheet.  Chafee ETG applications for new students for the 2010-2011 academic year are on the www.pheaa.org website. (Note: there are no deadlines for the federal Pell Grant or Chafee ETG; it’s not too late to submit a FAFSA application for summer classes.)

 

New for the ETG program is an automatic renewal process.  All current ETG award recipients will be automatically enrolled for the next academic year and do not need to complete the ETG application.  This will relieve youth of the necessity of completing the ETG application annually.  Students who have not completed an application or received an ETG award must complete and submit an initial application.  However, students must complete a FAFSA each year.

 

For questions about current Chafee applications or a youth’s status, please contact PHEAA at 1-800-831-0797.  If you have youth receiving aftercare services who plan to move to another state and establish residency there, they can find state information on the ETG programs at: www.statevoucher.org.  Each state has individual application processes.  

If you have questions regarding the ETG program, contact Carrie Keiser at ckeiser@state.pa.us or (717) 705-4401.

Pennsylvania State Resource Family Association (PSRFA)

The 34th Annual Pennsylvania State Resource Family Association conference will be held at the Four Points by Sheraton in Harrisburg from October 28th through 30th, 2010.  For more information about attending the conference, please visit PSRFA’s Web site at www.psrfa.org or contact them by phone at 
1-800-951-5151. 
Waiting Child Segments

SWAN’s media contractor funds three waiting child segments across the state designed to find adoptive families for older youth in need of families.  Val’s Kids 
is aired on WHTM abc 27 in the Harrisburg area; A Waiting Child is aired on KDKA TV 2, a Pittsburgh CBS affiliate; and A Little Love is aired on WBRE 
TV 28, a Wilkes-Barre NBC affiliate.  Waiting child segments have proven to be successful over the years in helping find permanent homes for the children of Pennsylvania.  
If you have a child you would like featured on KDKA’s, A Waiting Child, please contact Ja-Neen Jones at Three Rivers Adoption Council at jjones@3riversadopt.org.
If you have a waiting child you would like featured on WHTM’s, Val’s Kids, please contact Karen Lollo at klollo@diakon-swan.org or at (717) 558-1242.
If you have a child you would like to feature on WBRE’s, A Little Love, please contact Desiree Weisser at dweisser@state.pa.us or at (717) 772-7011. 
2010 SWAN Media Schedule

During July and August the SWAN radio commercial will air in five media markets in Pennsylvania as follows:

· Altoona – July 12th – 31st  

· Allentown/Bethlehem – July 19th – August 7th 
· Erie – July 26th – August 15th 
· Williamsport – August 2nd – August 22nd 

· Harrisburg, Lebanon, Lancaster and York – August 9th – 29th
An online paid word search campaign will run on Yahoo, Google and MSN from July 5th to September 5th.  

While this media campaign airs, agencies should be prepared to promptly respond to phone calls from prospective foster and adoptive families.

PA National Youth In Transition Database (NYTD)

The PA NYTD online data collection system is set for completion to collect information on the Baseline Population of all youth in foster care at age 17.  Data collection is scheduled to begin October 1, 2010.  In person, web and video trainings will be scheduled shortly for staff to clearly explain who is to be surveyed, when they must be surveyed and other critical areas.  More information was distributed in the 2011-2012 County Child Welfare Needs-Based Planning and Budget Guidelines.  An OCYF Bulletin on NYTD is also expected to be available this summer.

Pennsylvania Child and Family Services Review (CFSR) Update
On February 18, 2010 OCYF resubmitted Pennsylvania’s Program Improvement Plan (PIP) to the federal Administration for Children and Families (ACF) and continues to work collaboratively with ACF for final approval.  Once the two year PIP is approved it will be posted to the Department of Public Welfare’s Web site, www.dpw.state.pa.us, along with the Statewide Self Assessment and Final Report.  

 

Pennsylvania continues the committee work on several of the identified strategies and action steps within the PIP.  The Timely Permanence workgroup continues to work on drafting concurrent planning guidance.  The Enhancing Assessments workgroup has completed a survey regarding current assessment tools that are being used across the state and has begun analyzing the survey to determine what tools are needed to help identify the family’s underlying issues.  The Child, Youth and Family Engagement workgroup drafted a Frequently Asked Questions document to support the upcoming Independent Living bulletin.  The Sustaining Change workgroup has developed PA’s Quality Service Review (QSR) tool which was piloted in Allegheny and Venango Counties this May. 
As part of Pennsylvania’s efforts to move toward continuous quality improvement, a meeting is being planned for technical assistance providers across the Commonwealth to come together and brainstorm ways to work more collaboratively with each other to support the counties in which they are working.  
Pennsylvania will submit semi-annual progress reports regarding each of the PIP strategies to ensure that all tasks are completed within the implementation period.

Pennsylvania Heart Gallery
The Pennsylvania Heart Gallery is now in its 5th year of travel around the Commonwealth.  Fifteen new portraits were added and eight portraits were updated in June.  Since the Heart Gallery began in May 2006, 38 of the 129 total children 
featured in the gallery were placed in pre-adoptive homes.  Of those, 27 children had their adoptions finalized.  
Be sure to check the Heart Gallery Itinerary on the www.adoptpakids.org Web site regularly to see where the display will be.  Affiliate agencies are encouraged to help promote the children available for adoption by rallying around the Heart 

Gallery when it is in your area.  If you have suggestions on locations for the Heart Gallery, please contact Carrie Keiser at ckeiser@state.pa.us or at 
(717) 705-4401.  Locations must be high traffic areas that can host the display for at least one week.

SWAN List Serve 

The SWAN list serve through Google Groups is comprised of county children and youth agency workers and SWAN affiliate agency workers.  The goal of the group is to facilitate special needs adoptions throughout Pennsylvania.  All information posted on this site is confidential.  Anyone wishing to join this group must be an employee of a county children and youth agency or SWAN affiliate agency.  If interested, please contact Desiree Weisser at dweisser@state.pa.us or via telephone at (717) 772-7011.   
SWAN-IL Network Newsletter 
Tell the Network about all of the wonderful things you, your agency, your community, a youth or a colleague is doing to promote permanency for the youth of Pennsylvania!  If you have something exciting, interesting or informative to share with your colleagues, please forward your articles, success stories, matching events or ideas to Desiree Weisser at dweisser@state.pa.us or at

(717) 772-7011.  Pictures are always a great addition to any article.  
If you do not receive the electronic newsletter, simply visit http://listserv.dpw.state.pa.us.  Once there, click the ‘SWAN-Network News’ link then click the link entitled, ‘Join or Leave the List.’  Complete the requested information and then hit, ‘Join SWAN Network-News’ and your name will be automatically added to the mailing list.  You can also access past Network Newsletters at this site.
