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IL Youth Retreat 2011 – SAVE THE DATE

Mark your calendars for the 2011 IL Youth Retreat:  Imagine… No Limits!  The retreat will be held August 8-13, 2011 at the University of Pittsburgh, Johnstown.  Registration for youth will be coordinated through county children and youth agencies.  Visit the YAB website, http://www.independentlivingpa.org, for more information.

New Portrait Process for PAE!

Five years after it began, the traveling Pennsylvania Heart Gallery has come to an end.  Since its inception in May 2006, 46 of the 129 total children featured in the Gallery have been adopted or placed in a pre-adoptive home.  

 

In order to serve more waiting children, SWAN is building upon the success of the traveling Heart Gallery by using the talents of volunteer photographers from across the state to obtain artistic portraits of all youth registered with the Pennsylvania Adoption Exchange (PAE).

 

SWAN, along with the commonwealth’s media contractor, has identified professional photographers for all 67 counties in Pennsylvania.  These photographers will donate their time and talents to capture the spirit and individuality of Pennsylvania’s waiting children in a single portrait.  Participating photographers will submit new portraits electronically to PAE staff for inclusion on PAE’s website, www.adoptpakids.org.    

 

Caseworkers must follow the Heart Gallery Caseworker Photography Process which outlines the steps caseworkers must follow to participate.  A copy of this process is included in your packet.  This document also explains where you can obtain the list of participating photographers.  

This does not replace the free Sears portrait process that currently exists with PAE.  Sears does studio portraits with head and shoulder shots.  Photographers under this new process are to take unique portraits of the children who participate as seen in Pennsylvania Heart Gallery or Heart Galleries across the nation. 
We are really excited about this new opportunity for Pennsylvania’s waiting children!  Please use the volunteer photographers in your area and work together to capture Pennsylvania’s waiting children in a beautiful portrait.

 

If you have any questions after reading the attachment, please contact Karen Lollo at 800-227-0225 ext. 1242 or klollo@diakon-swan.org. 

Pennsylvania Family Support Alliance (PFSA)

Bringing the Front Porch Project  (FPP) to Your Community…If you’ve ever seen a parent “losing their cool” with a child in a store or restaurant, if you’ve ever wondered if a child in your neighborhood is being supervised and cared for – you are not alone.  These concerns, and others, are what the Front Porch Project® is all about.

FPP® is a community-based primary prevention initiative based on the belief that everyone can -- and should -- become more aware of how to help protect fragile and at-risk children in their own community.  It provides ordinary citizens with the knowledge, training and encouragement they need to become involved.  The two-day training sessions equip citizens with a basic knowledge of child welfare and safety issues, skills for increasing their comfort level in helping a child and a wide range of ideas for ways they can support today’s families.

Local training sessions are offered at no cost to communities across Pennsylvania.  To learn more about sponsoring a training, contact Beth Bitler at PFSA at (717) 238-0937 or bbitler@ pa-fsa.org.  

Chafee Education and Training Grant Program (ETG)
The Pennsylvania Chafee Education and Training Grant (ETG) application for the 2011-2012 school year and directions on how to apply can be found at: http://www.pheaa.org/specialprograms/pa_chafee_grant_program.shtml or
www.independentlivingpa.org. 
 

Please continue to spread the word about the ETG for youth who are, or were, in out of home placement or adopted after age 16.  Youth ARE NOT required to participate in a formal IL program to be eligible to apply and receive an award.  The maximum award amount for the 2011-12 school year has yet to be determined.   
This is not a student loan and students do not need to repay this amount after their education is complete.  ETG awards are subject to the availability of 
funds.  Timely completion of the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), the Pennsylvania State Grant and ETG applications is important.  
 

All current ETG award recipients will be automatically enrolled for the next academic year and do not need to complete the ETG application.  This will relieve youth of the necessity of completing the ETG application annually.  Students who have not completed an application or received an ETG award must complete and submit an initial application.  Students must still complete a FAFSA each year.

 

For questions about current Chafee applications or a youth’s status, please contact PHEAA at 1-800-831-0797.  If you work with youth receiving aftercare services who plan to move to another state and establish residency there, they can find state information on the ETG programs at: www.statevoucher.org.  Each state has its own individual application process.  
If you have questions regarding the ETG program, contact Carrie Keiser at ckeiser@state.pa.us  or (717) 705-4401.

Waiting Child Segments

SWAN’s media contractor funds three waiting child segments across the state designed to find adoptive families for older youth in need of families.  Waiting Child is aired on KDKA TV 2, a Pittsburgh CBS affiliate, Val’s Kids 

is aired on WHTM abc 27 in the Harrisburg area; and A Little Love is aired on WBRE TV 28, a Wilkes-Barre NBC affiliate.  Waiting child segments have proven 
to be successful over the years in helping find permanent homes for the children of PA.  

If you have a child you would like featured on KDKA’s, Waiting Child, please contact Ja-Neen Jones at Three Rivers Adoption Council at jjones@3riversadopt.org.
If you have a waiting child you would like featured on WHTM’s, Val’s Kids, or 
A Little Love, please contact Karen Lollo at klollo@diakon-swan.org or at 
(717) 558-1242.

PA National Youth In Transition Database (NYTD)
The PA NYTD online data collection system at www.getnytd.org went live October 1, 2010.  Counties are required to collect information on the baseline population of all youth in foster care who are age 17, 45 days as instructed in the OCYF Bulletin 3130-10-03, Implementation of 45 CFR Part 1356 Chafee National Youth in Transition Database Part 1, released on 

August 4, 2010.  A web-based training is available on the University of Pittsburgh, PA Child Welfare Training Program website, http://www.pacwcbt.pitt.edu.  Contact Wendy Unger at (717) 795-9048 or wau2@pitt.edu for log-in information.

 

PA successfully made the first federal submission for the first six months of youth surveys.  Statewide, 579 records were included in the submission (those records completed within the required timeframe of 45 days.)  This is fewer records than anticipated and all counties are strongly encouraged to review their baseline population carefully to ensure that all youth are registered in PA NYTD system.  OCYF is reviewing the information and anticipates sharing more with counties in the future.  

Pennsylvania Child and Family Services Review (CFSR) Update
The fourth quarter of PA’s Program Improvement Plan (PIP) ended June 30, 2011 and marks the end of the first year of PA’s two year PIP.  OCYF will be submitting the second semi-annual report including evidence of completion for strategies and action steps accomplished during this quarter, as well as a narrative summary of progress during quarters three and four by August 15, 2011.  As of the end of quarter three (3/29/11), 33 percent of PA’s PIP actions steps have been completed and 30 percent of PA’s PIP action steps are either ongoing or complete which marks a significant accomplishment.  

 

The achievement of 170 out of 270 PIP actions steps as either completed or ongoing can be partly attributed to the persistence and perseverance of the PIP workgroups that continue to work on several of the strategies within the PIP including, but not limited to, the phased-in implementation of continuous quality improvement, building a collaborative network of technical assistance providers, developing policy and best practice regarding concurrent planning and enhancing available assessments in order to identify underlying issues and ensure the provision of appropriate services.  We appreciate all of the stakeholders who are currently or previously involved in this process over the past several years and look forward to our continued collaboration to achieve all we set out to accomplish in the PIP.  Anyone interested in joining a PIP workgroup can contact Stephanie Maldonado (smaldonado@state.pa.us) or Jeanne Schott (jls192@pitt.edu) for more information. 

Welcome to new OCYF Staff

Joe Warrick joined the Division of Programs team in June 2011.  He will be working with several grant programs that include the Family Centers, the Fatherhood Initiative and Time-Limited Family Reunification programs.  Joe has a background in various child welfare positions including, ChildLine caseworker, county children and youth caseworker and a SWAN affiliated adoption worker.

Jennifer Miernicki-Nojunas began in the Division of Policy in June 2011.  She will be working on foster care and adoption issues.  She has a Masters degree in Social Work (MSW) from Temple University and is a licensed social worker (LSW).  She was previously employed by Schuylkill County Children and Youth as a caseworker in the Intensive Protective Unit prior to transferring to the state in 2008.  Jennifer is currently pursuing a PhD in Administration and Leadership Studies at Indiana University of Pennsylvania at the Dixon Center in Harrisburg. 
SWAN List Serve 

The SWAN list serve through Google Groups is comprised of county children and youth agency workers and SWAN affiliate agency workers.  The goal of the group is to facilitate special needs adoptions throughout PA.  All 
information posted on this site is confidential.  Anyone wishing to join this group must be an employee of a county children and youth agency or SWAN affiliate 
agency.  If interested, please contact Desiree Weisser at dweisser@state.pa.us or via telephone at (717) 772-7011.   
SWAN-IL Network Newsletter 
Tell the Network about all of the wonderful things you, your agency, your community, a youth or a colleague is doing to promote permanency for the youth of PA!  If you have something exciting, interesting or informative to share with your colleagues, please forward your articles, success stories, matching events or ideas to Karen Lollo at klollo@diakon-swan.org or at (717) 558-1242.  Pictures are always a great addition to any article.  Under the terms of the current SWAN prime contract, Diakon/FDR is the editor of the Network News, which they will distribute electronically.  If you want to be sure to receive your copy, please visit the PAE matching table and register for our electronic mailing list. 
