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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
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                                 Statewide Adoption and Permanency 
                            Network (SWAN) and Independent Living (IL) Services
    2012 Fall Quarterly Meetings
                      Office of Children, Youth and Families (OCYF) Updates

November is National Adoption Month
National Adoption Month is a time to celebrate adoptive families and raise awareness about the need for adoptive parents for Pennsylvania’s waiting children.  November 17th is National Adoption Day, a day designed to raise awareness about the more than 100,000 children in foster care nationwide who are in need of adoptive homes.  Nationally, more than 40,000 children have been adopted from foster care on National Adoption Day since 2000. 
Visit www.nationaladoptionday.org for more information on what you can do in your area to support this national effort. 
Also, visit the Upcoming Events section on the www.adoptpakids.org Web site for information about adoption awareness and matching events that are occurring statewide in the month of November.

21St Annual Pennsylvania Permanency Conference – Be the Change
The SWAN/IL Permanency Planning Committee invites you to submit a workshop proposal for the 21st Annual PA Permanency Conference, Be the Change.  The conference, sponsored by the Pennsylvania Department of Public Welfare, Office of Children, Youth and Families, will be held July 10 - 12, 2013 at the Lancaster Host Resort & Conference Center in Lancaster, PA.  
Resource families, IL workers, legal professionals, permanency professionals, child welfare workers and others with a vested interest in providing permanency services for children and adolescents are encouraged to submit a workshop proposal.  The deadline for submission is November 2, 2012 and the instructions to access the Call for Proposals Form is included in your packet.
Chafee Education and Training Grant Program (ETG)
The Pennsylvania Chafee Education and Training Grant (ETG) application for the 

2012-2013 school year and directions on how to apply are available online.  The 

maximum ETG award is anticipated to be $3,000 per student, not to exceed their cost of attendance.  

Please continue to spread the word about the ETG for youth who are, or were, in out of home placement or adopted after age 16.  Youth ARE NOT required to participate in a formal IL program to be eligible to apply and receive an award.  This is not a student loan and students do not need to repay this amount after their education is complete.  ETG awards are subject to the availability of 
funds.  Timely completion of the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), the Pennsylvania State Grant and ETG applications is important.  
 

All current ETG award recipients will be automatically enrolled for the next academic year and do not need to complete the ETG application.  This will relieve youth of the necessity of completing the ETG application annually.  Students who have not completed an application or received an ETG award must 
complete and submit an initial application by December 31, 2012.  Students must still complete a FAFSA each year.

 

For questions about current Chafee applications or a youth’s status, please contact PHEAA at 1-800-831-0797.  If you work with youth receiving aftercare services who plan to move to another state and establish residency there, they can find state information on the ETG programs at: www.statevoucher.org.  Each state has its own individual application process.  

If you have questions regarding the ETG program in PA, contact Carrie Keiser at ckeiser@pa.gov  or (717) 705-4401.
Are Your Youth Accessing this Valuable Resource?
The Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency (PHEAA) reported that a significant portion of Chafee ETG youth have not applied or reapplied for the PHEAA State Grant.  This means that some youth may have taken out loans that must be repaid and/or have used limited ETG funds, resulting in the reduction in the maximum award amounts for ETG.  Staff are encouraged to educate and assist all college students annually to apply for the PHEAA State Grant.  To apply for the State Grant, a youth must first complete the FAFSA.  Most renewal students need only update their information to reapply.  Please see the PHEAA website, Pennsylvania State Grant Program at www.pheaa.org.  
Note that State Grant deadlines are different for first-time applicants and renewal applicants.  If you find a youth has missed the deadline, apply anyway.  Late applications may qualify for awards if funding permits.

Photographers Available!

Having beautiful portraits that capture the spirit and individuality of Pennsylvania’s waiting children in a single portrait is often the key to successful matching.  To serve more waiting children, SWAN is using the talents of volunteer photographers from across the state to obtain artistic portraits of all youth registered with the Pennsylvania Adoption Exchange (PAE).

 

Professional photographers located throughout Pennsylvania will donate their time and talent to create portraits that spotlight each child in a personal way.  Participating photographers will submit new portraits electronically to PAE staff for inclusion on PAE’s website, www.adoptpakids.org.   

 

Caseworkers need to follow the Heart Gallery Caseworker Photography Process which outlines the steps caseworkers must follow to participate.  A copy of the process can be obtained by contacting Karen Lollo at 800-227-0225 ext. 1242 or klollo@diakon-swan.org.  The document also explains where you can obtain the list of participating photographers.  

Please use the volunteer photographers in your area and work together to capture Pennsylvania’s waiting children in a beautiful portrait.
Waiting Child Segments

SWAN’s media contractor funds three waiting child segments across the state designed to find adoptive families for older youth in need of families.  Waiting Child is aired on KDKA TV 2, a Pittsburgh CBS affiliate, Val’s Kids is aired on WHTM abc 27 in the Harrisburg area, and A Little Love is aired on WBRE TV 28, a Wilkes-Barre NBC affiliate.  Waiting child segments have proven to be successful over the years in helping find permanent homes for the children of PA. 

If you have a child you would like featured on KDKA’s, Waiting Child, please contact Ja-Neen Jones at Three Rivers Adoption Council at jjones@3riversadopt.org.
If you have a waiting child you would like featured on WHTM’s, Val’s Kids, or 

A Little Love, please contact Karen Lollo at klollo@diakon-swan.org or at 

(717) 558-1242.
National Youth In Transition Database (NYTD)

NYTD implementation is ongoing with the Baseline Population (every youth in foster care who reaches age 17) and the Served Population (any youth receiving an IL service regardless of age.)  Counties electing to use an alternative to the www.GetNYTD.org website for the Served Population are currently undergoing the testing phase with Hornby Zeller Associates, Inc.  The Follow-up Population data collection began October 1, 2012.  This includes a sample of youth from the 
Baseline Population period of October 1, 2010 through September 30, 2011.  County samples, if not already received, will be distributed to county NYTD Coordinators.  OCYF will also distribute a NYTD Bulletin and results of the initial Baseline Population results in the near future. 
Pennsylvania Child and Family Services Review (CFSR) Update

The final quarter of Pennsylvania’s Program Improvement Plan (PIP) ended on June 30, 2012.  OCYF submitted the final semi-annual narrative report and the quarterly report of evidence of completion for strategies and action steps accomplished during quarter eight to the Administration of Children, Youth and 
Families on August 15, 2012. A statewide meeting to celebrate Pennsylvania’s accomplishments during the past two years of PIP implementation was held on September 14, 2012.  The purpose of this meeting was to finalize the completion of Pennsylvania’s second CFSR PIP and to plan for future sustainability to continue the quality-focused efforts beyond PIP implementation.  Anyone with questions can contact Stephanie Maldonado (smaldonado@pa.gov) or Jeanne Schott (jls192@pitt.edu) for more information. 

SWAN List Serve 

The SWAN list serve through Google Groups is comprised of county children and youth agency workers and SWAN affiliate agency workers.  The goal of the group is to facilitate special needs adoptions throughout PA.  All information posted on this site is confidential.  Anyone wishing to join this group must be an employee of a county children and youth agency or SWAN affiliate agency.  If interested, please contact Desiree Weisser at (717) 772-7011 or by email at dweisser@pa.gov.   
SWAN-IL Network Newsletter 
Tell the Network about all of the wonderful things you, your agency, your community, a youth or a colleague is doing to promote permanency for the youth of PA!  If you have something exciting, interesting or informative to share with your colleagues, please forward your articles, success stories, matching events or ideas to Karen Lollo at klollo@diakon-swan.org or at (717) 558-1242.  Pictures are always a great addition to any article.  You can find the latest and past editions of this newsletter at www.adoptpakids.org under the Network Newsletter link.  
Children in Foster Care Act (Act 119 of 2010)

OCYF recently released a new bulletin related to the Children in Foster Care Act (Act 119 of 2010).  Act 119 was signed into law on November 23, 2010, with an effective date of March 22, 2011.  This bulletin clarifies the responsibilities of county and private agencies regarding the rights (protections) of a child in foster care including those in out-of-home care, and clarifies how the requirements of Act 119 co-exist with the current Chapter 3130, 3680, 3700 and 3800 
regulations.  While Act 119 is specific to dependent children and those adjudicated dependent who are shared case responsibility, the Department 

strongly encourages that these protections be afforded to all delinquent youth served by county and private agencies.  This bulletin outlines the model grievance policy and procedure that the Department is required to distribute to county and private agencies under the provisions of the Children in Foster Care Act, and includes model forms that agencies can use as part of their grievance policy and procedure.  

